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S TAT E M E N T

Salvage is a brand that has been established with the aim of promoting and encouraging vintage clothing and the
upcycling of already existing clothes. Doing this lessens the demand for new clothes and the need for fast fashion. The
salvage website is divided into sections where we will help you with upcycling tips, such as our Action page, where we
provide tutorials, and provide articles on matters of sustainability in our Learn More, and Attributors pages and more!
We want the Salvage website to be used as a platform for all things regarding sustainable fashion! This Statement
page details the aims and beliefs of the Salvage brand:

IN 2015 THE
FASHION INDUSTRY
WAS RESPONSIBLE
FOR 1,715 MILLION
TONNES OF CO2
EMISSIONS - THIS
NUMBER IS TO
GROW BY 63% IN
2030.
- GLOBAL FASHION AGENDA, 2017.
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- GLOBAL FASHION AGENDA, 2017.
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In 2018 The UN warned that we only have 12 years to limit the climate change catastrophe before the damage we have
done to our planet is irreversible. This means that we should all be making changes in our life to be more ethical and
environmentally friendly. This of course extends to the fashion industry which is actually one of the worst industries for
pollution and waste! Over the past 10 years or so the trend of fast fashion has taken over the fashion industry and has
changed the way the fashion industry has produced and promoted clothing. To give a brief overview, fast fashion consists
of: brands producing clothes quickly to keep up with the fashion trend cycle - which has reaches a quicker turnover rate
due to the internet and social media. Fast fashion is damaging as producing clothes quickly to meet demand, means that
product quality and ethics of production take a back seat. Fast fashion, by it’s very nature, also promotes a quick turnaround
of clothes reducing the life cycle of garments - this leads to a rise of ‘throw-away culture’. To learn more about the
dangers of fast fashion and how the fashion industry must adapt going forward we recommend this journal: Waste Couture:
Environmental Impact of the Clothing Industry (Claudio, 2007).

IN 2016
1,130,000
TONNES OF
CLOTHING WAS
PURCHASED IN
THE UK.
- W R A P, 2 0 1 7 .

# S A LV A G E S A V V Y

In recent years as the environmental dangers of fast fashion have become more known, and people grow more aware of
the need to be more conscious in their shopping habits, there has been a rise in sustainable fashion, and the rise of slow
fashion to combat the dangerous cycle of fast fashion. These are the practices Salvage aims to encourage and promote!
The fashion industry is taking note and changes are beginning to take place. This article details how brands and designers
are working to become more sustainable. Fashion businesses and brands becoming more sustainable is of course a good
thing and is something that should be encouraged and supported wherever possible! This means supporting sustainable
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In recent years as the environmental dangers of fast fashion have become more known, and people grow more aware of
the need to be more conscious in their shopping habits, there has been a rise in sustainable fashion, and the rise of slow
fashion to combat the dangerous cycle of fast fashion. These are the practices Salvage aims to encourage and promote!
The fashion industry is taking note and changes are beginning to take place. This article details how brands and designers
are working to become more sustainable. Fashion businesses and brands becoming more sustainable is of course a good
thing and is something that should be encouraged and supported wherever possible! This means supporting sustainable
brands - this is just one of the way you can help support this change. Salvage is a platform that has been created with the
intention of showing and educating young shoppers on the individual changes you can make to help support the rise of
sustainable practice in the industry. Brands and businesses introducing more sustainable practices is an excellent start, but
the Salvage community is here to help you understand how the changes you make on an individual level can help support
this cause. Below we have listed three promises that you can make to help support the rise of slow fashion, and in turn a
more sustainable fashion industry:

THE FASHION
INDUSTRY
CONSUMES MORE
E N E R G Y T H AT
T H E AV I AT I O N
AND SHIPPING
INDUSTRIES
COMBINED.
- THE UN, 2018.
# S A LV A G E S A V V Y

01.

Our first Salvage promise focuses on the upcycling and reuse of already existing garments
which is a cornerstone of the Salvage brand. Most clothes are produced and designed with
durability in mind - fabrics can be used again and again and we should be taking advantage
of this! This is especially true of older, vintage clothes that were made before the trend
of fast fashion rose in popularity. Here at Salvage we heavily encourage the idea of repurposing old already existing clothes and making them into new garments to give them
a second-life. Our Action page gives you step-by-step tutorials on how you can do this
yourselves, and reinvent your old clothes. Upcycling means that you are reusing old clothes
that you already own which will limit your need for buying new clothes! A major benefit of
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01.

Our first Salvage promise focuses on the upcycling and reuse of already existing garments
which is a cornerstone of the Salvage brand. Most clothes are produced and designed with
durability in mind - fabrics can be used again and again and we should be taking advantage
of this! This is especially true of older, vintage clothes that were made before the trend
of fast fashion rose in popularity. Here at Salvage we heavily encourage the idea of repurposing old already existing clothes and making them into new garments to give them
a second-life. Our Action page gives you step-by-step tutorials on how you can do this
yourselves, and reinvent your old clothes. Upcycling means that you are reusing old clothes
that you already own which will limit your need for buying new clothes! A major benefit of
this is that you save money! But it also reduces the demand for new clothes which helps
to reduce the fast fashion cycle! Win win situation! We understand that not everyone has
the ability and resources to upcycle and create new garments in their own homes - if you
are in this boat then we instead heavily encourage you to buy from and support brands and
designers that upcycle and repurpose in their products. Such brands can be found in our
Attributors section. We are all guilty of neglecting some items in our wardrobe - “Around
30% of clothing in wardrobes has not been worn for at least a year” - Wrap UK - if you
haven’t worn something in a while why not upcycle and redesign it into something new that
you would wear!

THE AVERAGE
WAT E R F O O T PRINT FOR A
KILO OF
COTTON IS
10,000-20,000
LITRES.
- W R A P, 2 0 1 7 .

# S A LV A G E S A V V Y

This leads us into our second promise. We know that despite vintage shopping and
upcycyling there is still the need for new clothes and as trends and fashion cycles are
becoming faster and faster in today’s world we understand the want for new trendier
clothes. Buying new clothes is not a crime! What we ask in our second promise, is that you
think about where you are buying your clothes from! A lot of fast fashion brands that have
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02.

This leads us into our second promise. We know that despite vintage shopping and
upcycyling there is still the need for new clothes and as trends and fashion cycles are
becoming faster and faster in today’s world we understand the want for new trendier
clothes. Buying new clothes is not a crime! What we ask in our second promise, is that you
think about where you are buying your clothes from! A lot of fast fashion brands that have
grown popular in recent years sacrifice product quality in order to mass produce the huge
range of products that they release quickly. For example, the UK fast fashion giant Boohoo
upload 116 new garments a day (VICE, 2020). This kind of turnover means that garment
quality and how it is produced takes a back seat to getting items to customers quickly. We
therefore encourage you to think about where you are buying your clothes, and do some
research into how a brand produces their clothes before you shop with them. Researching
brands before you buy with them will also allow you to see how ethically your clothes are
made - look for brands that have ethical trading promises to ensure they are not exploiting
workers to get these products made. Researching and considering which brands you buy
from makes you more of an ethical shopper! Fast fashion brands are going to continue to
dominate the fashion industry as long as people keep buying from them! If demand is there
they will continue this environmentally damaging business model, the only way we will see
change is if customers change their shopping habits.

OVER 50% OF
WORKERS ARE
N O T PA I D
MINIMUM WAGE
IN COUNTRIES
LIKE INDIA OR
THE
PHILIPPINES.
- GLOBAL FASHION AGENDA, 2017.
# S A LV A G E S A V V Y

Our third and final Salvage promise is to avoid sending clothes and accessories to landfills
at all costs! It is estimated that £140 million worth of clothing goes to landfill each year
(Wrap UK, 2020). This is an absolutely crazy number and one that we can all take action to
try and lower. There are so many uses for unwanted clothes and so many ways of donating
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WORKERS ARE
N O T PA I D
MINIMUM WAGE
IN COUNTRIES
LIKE INDIA OR
THE
PHILIPPINES.
- GLOBAL FASHION AGENDA, 2017.
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03.

Our third and final Salvage promise is to avoid sending clothes and accessories to landfills
at all costs! It is estimated that £140 million worth of clothing goes to landfill each year
(Wrap UK, 2020). This is an absolutely crazy number and one that we can all take action to
try and lower. There are so many uses for unwanted clothes and so many ways of donating
that there really is no excuse for these clothes to go to landfill. Clothes that go to landfill are
either burned which we all know is bad for the planet or they are left to disintegrate which
depending on what they are made of could take hundreds of years. This is an avoidable
problem, and here at Salvage we want to encourage you to think of landfill as a last resort.
As explained in Promise 01. more often than not you can repurpose and upcycle the clothes
you already have and give them a second-life this prevents the need to discard of clothes.
The other option for clothes that you no longer need or want is to donate them, you can
either donate them to a charity shop or organisation so they can be resold and someone
else will enjoy the clothes - or donate them to a shelter so they can go to those in need!
With these options available there is no excuse for unwanted clothes to go to landfill. Giving
clothes to charity or shelters will extend the lifetime of a garment: “As a whole in the UK,
the average lifetime for a garment of clothing is estimated as ~2.2 years. Extending the
active life of clothing by nine months can significantly reduce its environmental impact,” Wrap, UK. Even cutting up ripped or damaged item of clothing and using the rags to clean
with gives the clothes a second use and means the fabric gets used to its full ability! Here
at Salvage we challenge you to try limit (or better yet completely stop) the clothes you send
to landfill!
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ACTION
The Action page of our website is intended to show Salvagers the actions they
can do to support our brand cause. Below are some tutorials, providing step-bystep guides so you can renovate and upcyle old clothes and breathe life back into
old garments! We hope you use and enjoy these tutorials and if you follow them
be sure to share photos of the end product with the hashtag #SalvageSavvy
so we can see! If you have any requests or questions regarding these tutorials
please do not hesitate to ask!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

>

Do you have an old midi or maxi skirt that you’re not getting the wear
out of? Fear not! This tutorial will show you how to take an old skirt and
turn it into a cute two-piece of a bandeau top and mini skirt. Think an upcycled baby spice! (who doesn’t want that?)
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<

>

STEP 1 : Try on your skirt and using some tailoring chalk or felt tip pen,
mark where you would like your mini skirt to end on your leg. You then
need to add an inch (down towards the end of the skirt) and using a ruler
draw a straight line across. An inch needs to be added as seam allowance
- this is so that when you hem the skirt you don’t end up with it being too
short!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<
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STEP 2 : Using a sharp pair of scissors - dress-making or fabric scissors
are ideal - and a ruler cut across your drawn line. Make sure you save the
excess fabric as this will be used to make your bandeau top!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<

>

STEP 3 : Turn the skirt inside out and turn up the side you just cut to
create a hem. Aim for this hem to be just under an inch and ensure it is
even along the entire skirt - symmetry is key! Use fabric pins to keep this
hem in place.
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<

>

STEP 4 : Now to the sewing machine to sew along the middle of your
hem - ensuring you keep the skirt inside-out for this step. Make sure to remove the pins as you sew along as they could break your machine needle.
We recommend sewing over this hem twice to ensure your stitches don’t
come loose - if your machine has an interlocking stitch option even better!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<
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STEP 5 : Once you’ve cut away any loose threads, turn your skirt from
inside-out and there you go you’ve got your mini skirt!! Mary Quant who?

S A LVAG E LT D 2 0 2 0

S
A
L
V
A
G
E

TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<
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STEP 6 : Remember that extra fabric we were going to turn into a bandeau top? Well now is it’s time to shine. First we need to do what we did
with the skirt and hem the rough edge that we cut. Same process: turn it
inside out, fold up about an inch for the hem and pin it to win it. And then
just like the skirt, double sew along this hem with the sewing machine.
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<
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STEP 7 : As we want this to be a tight bandeau top we may need to remove some fabric to make it tighter and keep everything in all the right
places. Try on your bandeau top and grab any excess fabric at the back so
that it is at desired tightness. Mark how much fabric you are cutting off
with tailoring chalk or pen then use a ruler to draw a straight line and cut.
Make sure to cut this from the centre of the back of the top to avoid too
many seams on the bandeau. And remember to allow seam allowance!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<
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STEP 8 : Now back to the machine! Keeping your top inside-out sew
about 2 centimetres in from the excess line you just cut. In this step we
are sewing the two sides together to make up for the excess fabric we just
cut off. Remember we recommend going over your sewed line twice for
security!
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE
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STEP 9 : Once any loose threads from the machine have been cut away
you can turn your bandeau top the right way round. And there you go! A
cute bandeau top to match your skirt.
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TURN AN OLD MAXI OR MIDI
SKIRT INTO A TWO-PIECE

<

STEP 10 : Wear! TA DA! You’ve got yourself a cute two-piece! We hope
you enjoyed this tutorial and were able to do your part and upcylye an old
skirt into a brand new outfit. If you try this at home make sure to use the
hashtag #salvagesavvy so we can see your upcycling!
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ACTION
The Action page of our website is intended to show Salvagers the actions they
can do to support our brand cause. Below are some tutorials, providing step-bystep guides so you can renovate and upcyle old clothes and breathe life back into
old garments! We hope you use and enjoy these tutorials and if you follow them
be sure to share photos of the end product with the hashtag #SalvageSavvy
so we can see! If you have any requests or questions regarding these tutorials
please do not hesitate to ask!
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

>

This tutorial will show you how you can tie-dye bleach a pair of old jeans
to breathe new life into them! Jeans and denim are made to be durable
and long-lasting, so use this to your advantage and upgrade an old pair!
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS
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STEP 1 : The first part of this process is to gather your jeans to prepare
them for the bleaching. Use your hand to grab the centre of your jeans and
begin twisting clockwise.
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<

>

STEP 1 : Carry on turning the jeans - tucking parts into the turn. The aim
here is to create a circle shape with the jeans, with a centre point and the
rest turned into this.
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<
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STEP 2 : Rubber band it! Place rubber bands across the circle shape of
your jeans so that they cross in the centre. We used 4 rubber bands to
create an asterisk shape across the jeans.
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<
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STEP 3 : Now its time to apply the bleach; for our jeans we used a mixture
of pouring some bleach directly onto the jeans in a zigzag motion and a
spray bottle which was used to spray the bleach onto the jeans. We made
said spray bottle by pouring equal parts bleach and water into a washed
out old spray bottle. This step leaves you with full creative discretion - use
as much or as little bleach as you see fit and in whatever patterns you
choose. Just make sure you flip it over and get both sides of the jeans!
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<

>

STEP 4 : Now we wait. How long the bleach takes to develop can depend
on a number of different things, such as, how much bleach you used, how
thick the fabric of the jeans are, what bleach you used. As the development time will be different case-by-case we recommend you to keep an
eye on your jeans and stop the process when the bleach has turned the
jeans to the desired colour. Be vigilant as leaving the bleach on for too
long could damage the jeans!
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HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<

>

STEP 5 : When the bleach has turned your colours to the desired colour,
remove the rubber bands and uncurl the jeans to check on the effect the
bleach has had. When you are happy with this, it’s time to wash your jeans
to remove the bleach. So put your jeans in your washing machine with a
mild detergent (wash them alone so as not to damage any other clothes).
Make sure you remember to rinse your bathtub too!
S A LVAG E LT D 2 0 2 0

S
A
L
V
A
G
E

HOW TO TIE-DYE BLEACH
YOUR OLD JEANS

<

STEP 6 : Wear them! Once your jeans are out the wash and dry, your jeans
are ready to wear! Do so with pride! We hope you enjoyed this bleach tiedye tutorial and if you’ve used this tutorial on a pair of your own jeans
show us with the hashtag #salvagesavvy
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ACTION
The Action page of our website is intended to show Salvagers the actions they
can do to support our brand cause. Below are some tutorials, providing step-bystep guides so you can renovate and upcyle old clothes and breathe life back into
old garments! We hope you use and enjoy these tutorials and if you follow them
be sure to share photos of the end product with the hashtag #SalvageSavvy
so we can see! If you have any requests or questions regarding these tutorials
please do not hesitate to ask!
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PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS

>

In this tutorial we will walk you through painting a pattern to revive an
old pair of jeans. Although we have done this technique on a pair of old
jeans, you could try this process on a whole multitude of clothes!
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PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS

<
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STEP 1 : For this tutorial we decided to use a smiley face to create our repeat pattern. But any pattern will work! Get creative with it! To ensure all
smiley faces were uniform we used a circular object, in this case masking
tape, to draw around. If you want to create a uniform repeat pattern we
recommend you use something to trace or draw around.
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PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS

<

>

STEP 2 : Start drawing out your pattern. For this use a permanent marker
in a colour similar to your garment - in our case pale blue. You could use
a ballpoint pen or pencil for this step but it might be harder to draw onto
the fabric. We will painting over what we’re drawing so don’t worry too
much!
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PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS

<
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STEP 3 : Fill your jeans with the drawn design until you are happy with
how it looks. If you are doing a repeat pattern fill the jeans with your
drawn motif. For this tutorial we decided to just paint one leg of our jeans
- fill as much or as little of your jeans as you like!
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PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS
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STEP 4 : Once you have your design mapped out you can start painting.
For this you will need to use acrylic paint as it will not come off when
washing the jeans. If you’re using a pale colour like us this step might
need to be repeated and you may need to do a couple of coats of paint - as
many needed for the paint to stand out against the jeans.
S A LVAG E LT D 2 0 2 0

S
A
L
V
A
G
E

PA I N T Y O U R W AY T O
PRINTED JEANS

<

STEP 5 : Voilà! Once the paint has dried properly you’re good to go! Your
very own pair of hand painted jeans. If you have followed this tutorial be
sure to show us your work with the hashtag #SalvageSavvy!
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The Learn More section contains
articles on all thing Salvage! Scroll
through our articles ranging from
vintage shopping to the ideas of
Köpskam.

>

1 0 B E S T V I N TA G E
SHOPS IN LEEDS
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1 0 B E S T V I N TAG E
SHOPS IN LEEDS
Written by Annamaria Chilvers
04 April 2020.

As a Leeds-based brand we like to think we have become aficionados of the vintage scene in Leeds. So here, is our
list of what we think are the best spots to find vintage buys in the city.
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BLUE RINSE
LEEDS.
Established in 1997 Blue Rinse has made a name
for itself over the years and is now one of the
biggest vintage brands in the North. Located on 9-11
Call Lane, the store boasts a huge and impressive
range of second-hand and vintage clothes, shoes
and accessories. The brand also has their ‘Made in
England’ range where old garments are re-purposed
and sold as new products. To see the full Salvage
feature on Blue Rinse Leeds, click here.

RYA N V I N TA G E
This store is a hoarder’s dreamland! We defy you to
think of anything that you wouldn’t come across in
this store. Don’t let the small-looking exterior fool you,
the store possesses a TARDIS like quality. You can find
Ryan Vintage at 13 Duncan Street. “Ryan Vintage is like
some kind of old-school bazaar, with skirts, shirts and
trousers all piled high as far as the eye can see. If you’re
looking for something unique (and maybe even worn by
someone now dead, excitingly), you’ll be sure to find it
here.” - Creative Tourist.
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V I N TA G E B O U T I Q U E
This is not a clothing store specifically, as this shop sells
everything from original oil paintings to salt and pepper shakers
from the 70s - you know, the essentials. For fashion fanatics, the
second floor boasts racks on racks of vintage clothes. Vintage
boutique can be found on Headingley Lane, on the outskirts of the
city centre. This is another one of those stores you can loose track
of time in, but with it being so reasonably priced, we don’t blame
you!

POP BOUTIQUE

Tucked away from the main streets of Leeds
city centre is a retro-lover’s heaven. Pop boutique
has become infamous in Leeds for being the best
shop for vintage and retro fashion and accessories.
Well worth the diversion, the Leeds store can be
found at 12-16 Central Road. Although the brand
boasts an impressive online store, we recommend
visiting the shop where you’ll feel as if you’ve been
transported through time.
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R E T R O T R E A S U R E LT D

Ok, so this isn’t technically a clothing store, but you’ll forgive us when
you see what this store has to offer - and that is vintage furniture and homeware. Walking into this store, is like walking through a time portal. You can
find all sorts in this Headingley store, from Singer sewing machines, to an
impressive collection of vinyl records. The store can be found at Grunberg
Street, Gough Building (next to Headingley Taps pub, as it can be a bit hard
to spot).

H Y D E PA R K
V I N TA G E
With Hyde Park being known as the
student capital of Leeds is there any
surprise that this little gem of a store
has popped up in the perfect location.
This hidden haven boasts a whole range
of second-hand clothing. Whilst you’re
there we also highly recommend the
coffee from the cafe next to the vintage
store - and the book club, that it shares a
lot with, is known for being an excellent
live music venue!
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JUDY’S AFFORDABLE
V I N TA G E FA I R
Although not a flagship store this vintage sale - that has become
one of the biggest in the country - originated in Leeds over a decade
ago. This vintage sale hosts a range of vintage sellers, and a kilo
sale for just £15. “Boasting a collection of highly curated and diverse
traders, these guys know their stuff and can be trusted when it comes
to making an investment in that perfect retro piece. We’re not just
talking clothes either – home-wares and accessories will also be on
offer” - Confidentials, 2017. Catch this vintage fair when it next rolls
into Leeds Corn Exchange.

BEST CLOTHING
This store has become hugely popular with young
shoppers of Leeds as it boasts an impressive range
of vintage sportswear and street style pieces. A hype
beast’s heaven - BEST stocks an impressive range
of high end and designer pieces. This shop, located
at: 22-24 Newmarket Street, sells reworked vintage
pieces that have been re-purposed. “Reworked
clothing has become our specialty we create one off
pieces by reworking second-hand clothing to cater
to modern day trends. Although we are not the first
to rework we definitely feel we are the ‘BEST’” - BEST
Clothing.

S
A
L
V
A
G
E

SUE RYDER
V I N TA G E
Another vintage shop based in
student-territory, with prices to
entice the locals! Sue Ryder’s vintage
is a charity shop that boasts a very
impressive variety of fashions and
has become popular in the Headingley
area. You can find the shop at 57 Otley
Road.

ALADDIN’S CAVE
For our last pick we wanted to focus on accessorising and what better accessory than some vintage jewellery!
Tucked away in the Queen’s arcade, Aladdin’s cave is a
family run business that has been operating for over 30
years. It stocks a whole variety of beautifully vintage
jewellery. There are some hidden gems (get it), in this
store so we recommend going in-store and having a
browse.
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The Learn More section contains
articles on all thing Salvage! Scroll
through our articles ranging from
vintage shopping to the ideas of
Köpskam.
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KÖPSKAM
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The Learn More section contains
articles on all thing Salvage! Scroll
through our articles ranging from
vintage shopping to the ideas of
Köpskam.
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GUIDE TO CHARITY
S H O P D O N AT I O N S
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G U I D E TO C H A R I T Y
S H O P D O N AT I O N S
Written by Annamaria Chilvers
28 April 2020.

Here at Salvage we encourage you to give any unwanted clothes and accessories that you don’t want anymore to
charity shops or similar organisations. Because of this we have created a guide so you that charity shops can get the
very best out of your donations! And so that you can do your very best at doing your bit!
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Here at Salvage we encourage the up cycling and re-purposing of old clothes and goods. But we understand,
sometimes things outlast their purpose and rather than throwing them away so they can go to a landfill,
the best thing to do is give them to a charity shop. After all, one man’s trash is another man’s treasure, and
someone else may stumble upon your items and make use of them. This links back to 03. of our Salvage
Promises. We all know giving to charity is important so this guide walks you through the steps you should
complete before giving old clothes and goods to your local charity shop.
The first thing to do is to identify which charity shop you will be giving your goods to. We recommend a local
one as this will be the easiest to transport items to and it is always a good thing to support local businesses.
The Charity Retail Association’s website has an excellent charity shop locator, so you can easily find a charity
shop close to you. Once you have found a charity shop near you it’s a good idea to ring ahead and ensure they
can take the items you want to bring down, and that they are currently taking donations. If, in the rare chance
they are not taking donations, don’t be disheartened!! There are thousands of charity shops in the UK and you
will be close to one that is in need.
Another important question when it comes to charity donations is ‘what can I donate?’ “Most charity shops
sell a wide range of goods, including accessories, bags, books, clothing, crockery, games, films, jewellery,
music, ornaments, paintings, shoes, and toys. More unusual items such as sports equipment, musical
instruments and home furnishings, will also be welcomed. Some charities may not be able to take large items
of furniture, or electrical goods: if you are in any doubt, ask the shop staff directly.” - Charity Retail 2020. Well
most charity shops have similar guidelines on what they can accept. This Guardian article outlines the basics
of what most shops will accept.
Although giving your unwanted goods can feel like a good way to get rid of all your unwanted stuff in
one trip, we ask that you look at what you’re donating and see if it could be of use to any other specialised
organisations. For example, old glasses may seem like an excellent donation (and they are!), but they could
also go to a number of niche charity programmes that are seeking old glasses, including: Dolland & Aitchison,
Eyesite, and Vision Express. Old medical equipment can be donated to Mercy Ships, old sewing machines can
go to Tools for Self Reliance, and old bicycles to Re-cycle, who donate said bikes to communities in Africa.
The point we’re making is that the things you are donating could benefit and be needed by one of these niche
charities, so please do some research to see if this applies to you before donating. For more organisations like
the ones mentioned above please check the Charity Retail Association’s website here.
Once you have established what you are giving to which charity shop you need to think about the quality
of your products. The golden rule for charity shop donations is to donate something in a condition that you
would like to find it. So make sure clothes are washed and items are clean and wiped down before you donate.
This does not mean, however, that damaged, ripped, or stained clothes are of no use! Some charity shops
have ‘rag’ piles that consist of scraps of fabric or clothes that can be broken down and remade. If you want to
donate some clothing that is damaged or ripped we recommend enquiring to see if your charity shop has a
rag pile or a similar use for these clothes, if it doesn’t ring around some other charity shops as you are bound
to find one that does!
Once you have followed these steps you are ready to take your donations down to the shop. We hope
this guide has helped you and helped your old clothes and goods to the best possible organisation. Happy
donating!
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The Learn More section contains
articles on all thing Salvage! Scroll
through our articles ranging from
vintage shopping to the ideas of
Köpskam.
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HOW OFTEN SHOULD
YOU WASH YOUR
JEANS
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The Learn More section contains
articles on all thing Salvage! Scroll
through our articles ranging from
vintage shopping to the ideas of
Köpskam.
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VEND
Here at Salvage we want to create a strong sense of community of readers who are supporting our cause! What
better way to spot a fellow Salvager than seeing someone sporting our very own Salvage merchandise. That’s why
we have created these products with our logo on - they allow you to show your support of the Salvage brand in
everyday life! As we are a fairly new brand we are just starting out with a few merchandise products - but would
love to expand this range in the future! Contact us to let us know what Salvage merch you would like to see.
T- S H I RT

TOT E B AG
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X SMALL
SMALL
Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
MEDIUM
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The
Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
LARGE
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
X LARGEin multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
available
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.

ADD TO BAG
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.

ADD TO BAG

S A LVAG E LT D 2 0 2 0

S
A
L
V
A
G
E

CCOT
OTTO
TON
N TT-SSH
HIIRT
RT
W
WIITTH
H SSA
ALVAG
LVAGEE LLO
OG
GO
O
£10.00
Colour:

>

WHITE
Size:

<

>

MEDIUM
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.
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MEDIUM
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.
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MEDIUM
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
t-shirt that displays our Salvage logo front and centre!
The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front of this
t-shirt with the back being left blank. This t-shirt is
available in multiple colours and a variety of sizes so
it is suitable for all. The t-shirts our design is printed
on is designed to be unisex so can be worn by all
genders. Keeping with the Salvage ethos the fabric
used for these t-shirts is made from recycled cotton.
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Here at Salvage we want to create a strong sense of community of readers who are supporting our cause! What
better way to spot a fellow Salvager than seeing someone sporting our very own Salvage merchandise. That’s why
we have created these products with our logo on - they allow you to show your support of the Salvage brand in
everyday life! As we are a fairly new brand we are just starting out with a few merchandise products - but would
love to expand this range in the future! Contact us to let us know what Salvage merch you would like to see.
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
BLACK
tote bag that displays our Salvage logo front and
centre! The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front
of this tote bag with the back being left blank. This
t-shirt is available in multiple colours. We have chosen
to stock tote bags as they appeal to all. Keeping with
the Salvage ethos the fabric used for these tote bags
is made from recycled cotton.
Dimensions: (35cm x 34cm x 6cm)
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
tote bag that displays our Salvage logo front and
centre! The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front
of this tote bag with the back being left blank. This
t-shirt is available in multiple colours. We have chosen
to stock tote bags as they appeal to all. Keeping with
the Salvage ethos the fabric used for these tote bags
is made from recycled cotton.
Dimensions: (35cm x 34cm x 6cm)
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
tote bag that displays our Salvage logo front and
centre! The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front
of this tote bag with the back being left blank. This
t-shirt is available in multiple colours. We have chosen
to stock tote bags as they appeal to all. Keeping with
the Salvage ethos the fabric used for these tote bags
is made from recycled cotton.
Dimensions: (35cm x 34cm x 6cm)
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WHITE

Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
tote bag that displays our Salvage logo front and
centre! The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front
of this tote bag with the back being left blank. This
t-shirt is available in multiple colours. We have chosen
to stock tote bags as they appeal to all. Keeping with
the Salvage ethos the fabric used for these tote bags
is made from recycled cotton.
Dimensions: (35cm x 34cm x 6cm)
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Show your Salvage allegiance with this simple logo
tote bag that displays our Salvage logo front and
centre! The Salvage logo is heat printed onto the front
of this tote bag with the back being left blank. This
t-shirt is available in multiple colours. We have chosen
to stock tote bags as they appeal to all. Keeping with
the Salvage ethos the fabric used for these tote bags
is made from recycled cotton.
Dimensions: (35cm x 34cm x 6cm)
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U TT
Delivery Country:

PRODUCT INFO

>

UK

Title
First Name(s)
Surname
Email address
Confirm email address

COTTON T-SHIRT WITH
SALVAGE LOGO
Colour : White
Size : Medium
Quantity : x1

Mobile Number
House/Flat number
Post code
First line of address
County
Any delivery notes...
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Here at Salvage we want to
use this platform to shine a light
on other artists, creatives, and
businesses that are championing
upcycling and conscious fashion.
These articles detail how these
artists are trying to make
the fashion industry a more
environmentally friendly through
their work. Take a look through
these articles and use the links to
support these attributors who are
pushing the Salvage message!
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M A B E L TA L L U L A H
DUNBAR
The graduate designer championing Yorkshire denim.
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY PHOEBE MARTIN
C L O T H I N G B Y M A B E L TA L L U L A H D U N B A R
M A K E U P B Y M E E N A M AYA
MODELLED BY ANNIE STREETE

Mabel Tallulah Dunbar is a Yorkshire based fashion
designer. Dunbar graduated from Leeds Art University with
a degree in Fashion Design. Her work can be viewed on her
Instagram account. Since graduating Dunbar has designed a
collection that was submitted into LEVI’s X Arts Thread’s ‘We
are all collaborators’ competition. This collection is made from
reworked denim that Dunbar sampled from Yorkshire. Dunbar
describes her use of denim as: “Functional work-wear; denim,
up-cycled from rework sewing rooms around Yorkshire.” This
collection features upcycling and demonstrates the longevity

of denim and how it can be reworked to endure long periods
of time. Dunbar’s collection is described as: “A strong belief in
the importance of slow fashion resonates within the collection.
Believing that investment and care is what should lie at the
heart of every purchase and the ethos of ‘make do and mend’
needs to be relearned. Nearly all clothing that is sent to landfill
is mendable or the fabric is salvageable and can be re-used
and re-worked into existing garments or made into something
new.” The collection can be viewed here.
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C L O T H I N G B Y M A B E L TA L L U L A H D U N B A R
MAKE UP BY KINGA MAKE UP
MODELLED BY GIANNA ROTKITCH

In your collection you used denim that was repurposed denim, what influenced your decision to do
this?
At the time I was working for a vintage rework
clothing company, they were cutting jeans into shorts
and wasting the cut denim, I decided I couldn’t let it go to
waste and took it all home, I ended up with a substantial
amount and it just made sense to use it to inspire and
create my graduate collection because I strongly believe
that investment and care is what should lie at the heart
of every purchase and the ethos of ‘make do and mend’
needs to be relearned. Nearly all clothing that is sent to
landfill is mendable or the fabric is salvageable and can
be reused and re-worked into existing garments or new.
There’s a lot of potential in clothing that’s just being
wasted.
What else inspired this collection?
The concept behind the collection is Redefining the
Binary, through Reconstruction. I wanted to create clothing
that could exist outside the binary, not be labelled by any
gender and give the wearer freedom and comfortability
to exist as they please. ‘Fluid and not fixed’ is an ethos I
try to embody through this collection. Juxtaposing boxy

What does the term ‘fast fashion’ mean to you and
why is it so dangerous? (in term of the environment)
It means mass producing cheap garments, exploiting
people for profit and poisoning our ecosystem. It’s
so dangerous because to constantly produce new
textiles requires a mass amount of land and water, it
creates harmful waste substances in the process and
contaminates the surrounding environment. To do this as
cheaply as possible also means manufacturing overseas,
where it’s easier to exploit people for profit, working
conditions are less governed and cost of employment is
cheap because people are desperate for work, 82% of the
Bangladeshi economy is dedicated to garment production
for the western world. Too many people have died making
our cheap clothing. Fast fashion is a killer.
Do you think there is a ‘turning of the tides’ in the
fashion industry - Are people starting to reject fast
fashion?
Yes I would say the tides are definitely turning, I
just hope that it sticks and isn’t just a trend. Access to
information is so easy and more and more awareness of
the impact of fast fashion on the environment is a growing
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gender and give the wearer freedom and comfortability
to exist as they please. ‘Fluid and not fixed’ is an ethos
I try to embody through this collection. Juxtaposing
boxy frayed denim shapes with flowing, shirred velvet
silhouettes. The designs are generally oversized and antifit. Loosening the boundaries between genders and trying
to appeal to the non-binary individual, reminding us that
clothing should not be gendered and anyone can wear
anything.
This project features re-purposing of old clothes, do
you think this is a trend on the rise?
It absolutely is, with the environmental damage of
fast fashion becoming more acknowledged, people are
starting to look for alternative ways to dress. They are
discovering that their old clothes can become something
else entirely and with more sharing of skills and knowledge
it only gets easier to do. Re-purposed clothing is also
unique and they are often one of a kind pieces that can’t
ever be exactly replicated, more and more people want
these kinds of pieces, they have more personal value The
current global pandemic is also forcing people to find
more creative tasks to occupy their time, the ‘make do
and mend’ mindset is coming back and I am so here for it.
Why do you think it’s so important to repurpose and
upcycle old clothes?
It’s important to remind ourselves that this planet
cannot sustain the rate of growth that we desire. If we
want to keep living here we have to seriously cut back our
consumption. Re-purposing and upcycling means that we
can keep producing new designs but without the same
environmental damage as creating new fabric. Roughly
80% of textiles that go to landfill are salvageable and can
be re-purposed. Salvaged fabrics create unique, one of a
kind garments that can’t be replicated.
What advice would you have for anyone wanting to
get into re-purposing and up cycling themselves?
Have fun with it and remember that there are so many
possibilities, and not to rule out any piece of clothing,
you can do something with just about anything, you’ve

just hope that it sticks and isn’t just a trend. Access to
information is so easy and more and more awareness of
the impact of fast fashion on the environment is a growing
concern. We are on the precipice of self-destruction,
thanks to Extinction Rebellion we know that we need
to act now. If enough people care about the damage we
are doing the more we have a chance to undo it, but we
are running out of time and fighting against late stage
capitalism. Capitalism is thriving off fast fashion and over
consumption and it won’t give up without a fight.
How important do you think recycling old clothes
and upcycling is in the move against fast fashion?
It’s very important, it is the viable alternative. If
every consumer cut down their fast fashion consumption
and upcycled a few items in their wardrobe the demand
becomes less and we strain the environment slightly less,
but it has to be collective action, it won’t change without
a lot of people doing their part. It has to have a big enough
impact on the fast fashion industry for noticeable change
to take hold.
What advice would you give to someone who is
wanting to be more sustainable and conscious in there
fashion consumption?
If you’re willing to invest in a piece of clothing, take
the time to do the research, there are so many great
brands that also do the research for you and explain their
sustainable approach and process. Do they have safe
working spaces? Do they use sustainable fabrics? It’s
easy to be more conscious when consuming, remember
that somebody had to make those clothes and making
clothing is a skill and requires time and patience and
brain power, people deserve to be properly paid for that.
Don’t take clothing for granted, we are lucky to have so
much choice, but do we really need it?
Make the majority of your clothing come from,
vintage shops and markets, second-hand charity shops,
kilo sales, car-boot sales and clothes swaps. It’s fun
and you’ll always find something unique. Here’s a lot of
potential in clothing that’s just being wasted. Clothing

What advice would you have for anyone wanting to
get into re-purposing and up cycling themselves?
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Have fun with it and remember that there are so many
possibilities, and not to rule out any piece of clothing,
you can do something with just about anything, you’ve
just got to be willing to experiment.
In the developments for this project you spoke about
how damaging it is that most clothes go to landfills and
aren’t recycled. This is obviously a systemic problem in
the fashion industry, why do you think this throw-away
culture is so prevalent in the fashion industry?

Make the majority of your clothing come from,
vintage shops and markets, second-hand charity shops,
kilo sales, car-boot sales and clothes swaps. It’s fun
and you’ll always find something unique. Here’s a lot of
potential in clothing that’s just being wasted. Clothing
needs to become special again, if a garment
has had a lot of investment and care in it and is
more personal; it will be cherished for longer.

I think that throw-away culture has come around
because of the ease and speed of which we can access
everything now. Times have changed so rapidly, we have
become a society of consumers, products are produced
with cheaper materials and at faster rates, cutting corners
and ending up with items that just don’t last as long.
The cheaper you can make something the more singleuse it becomes. The problem is also fed by the fact that
fast-fashion brands aren’t being held responsible for the
end of life process, the government is not enforcing this
responsibility of what happens to the item throughout
its whole life cycle. Every producer needs to be setting
an example and encouraging recycling and responsible
disposal at every stage.
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Here at Salvage we want to
use this platform to shine a light
on other artists, creatives, and
businesses that are championing
upcycling and conscious fashion.
These articles detail how these
artists are trying to make
the fashion industry a more
environmentally friendly through
their work. Take a look through
these articles and use the links to
support these attributors who are
pushing the Salvage message!

<

>

BLUE RINSE - LEEDS
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BLUE RINSE
LEEDS
The Yorkshire based vintage shop, taking over - one repurposed flannel at a time!
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEAN KANIEWICZ

Established in 1997, Blue Rinse is a Yorkshire-based vintage
store that focuses on upcycling and re-purposing old garments.
The brand currently has stores in Leeds and Manchester, as well
as a strong online presence in their online store and Instagram
accounts. The brand is heavily involved in vintage, involving
themselves in kilo sales for old garments and displaying a huge
number of vintage and second-hand garments in their two
stores. They also have their ‘Made in England’ range where
old unwanted clothing is re-purposed into new garments

that are sold in the range. This range is even available on
Urban Outfitter’s website. The brand has a fun and inclusive
brand image. “Whether you are selling on a market stall, a
multinational clothing retailer or just someone looking to buy
some new clothes, we have something for everybody.” - Blue
Rinse. We at Salvage were lucky enough to have an interview
with the Blue Rinse team, where we had the chance to grill
them on all things vintage! The full interview is available below.
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Here at Salvage we want to
use this platform to shine a light
on other artists, creatives, and
businesses that are championing
upcycling and conscious fashion.
These articles detail how these
artists are trying to make
the fashion industry a more
environmentally friendly through
their work. Take a look through
these articles and use the links to
support these attributors who are
pushing the Salvage message!
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G E T I N V O LV E D
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

Get involved and interact with all things Salvage through our social media profiles. Follow us on
Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook, to stay up to date on all things Salvage - by following us on social
media you’ll never miss any updates to the website. You can also use these social media platforms to
contact us on any enquiries you may have. If you wish to contact us directly use or messaging service
that can be found on our homepage!
Our Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook pages also serve as a great way for you to interact with us

Get involved and interact with all things Salvage through our social media profiles. Follow us on
Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook, to stay up to date on all things Salvage - by following us on social
media you’ll never miss any updates to the website. You can also use these social media platforms to
contact us on any enquiries you may have. If you wish to contact us directly use or messaging service
that can be found on our homepage!
Our Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook pages also serve as a great way for you to interact with us
and show us the ways that you are upcycling and implementing Salvage’s beliefs. Use the hashtag
#SalvageSavvy to ensure we see your posts! Using this hashtag could also mean your post is featured
on our own social media.
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Date August 8 2020
Time 13:00 - 19:00
Place Leeds O2
Academy
Location 55 Cookridge
St, Leeds LS2
3 AW

We invite you to join us at Salvage’s first clothes swap!! This event will be a classic clothes swap
- we will set up tables for people to display their clothes and use a token system for all attendees.
Upon arrival you will show a staff member the clothes you are donating and receive one token for
every item; these tokens can then be used in exchange for other people garments that you want to
take home! We are using this system to try make this clothes swap as fair as possible. We will enforce
some rules as to what condition clothes must be in to be donated, for example no tears or stains.
general rule of thumb is that if you could donate these garments to charity then they are more than
welcome at our clothes swap! If you have any questions or want further information on this event,
feel free to contact us via our messaging service or via our social media. This is a free event, the only
condition is that you bring your unwanted clothes that others may want! After all one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure!
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Date Oct 24 2020
Time 11:00 - 18:00
Place The Gallery at
Avenue HQ
Location East Parade,
2-10,
LS1 2BH

Join us at our tie dying workshop! This workshop will provide the space and facilities for Salvage
members to bring along garments they want to tie-dye. At this event we will be providing bleach, a variety of coloured dyes, and space for bleaching and dyeing - as well as facilities to wash the products
once they have been dyed. To cover the costs of these facilities we will be charging an entrance fee
on the door - Each person will be charged a £5 entrance fee! If you have any questions or want
further information on this event, feel free to contact us via our messaging service or via our social
media. As part of us promoting upcycling and refreshing existing garments we ask that you bring your
own clothes that you wish to tie-dye. We encourage you to take full advantage of the facilities and
tie-dye to your heart’s content by bringing many garments. We will warn in advance that the facilities
are limited and if attendance of this event is high we may have to limit the amount of garments per
customer. We hope to see you there!
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Date July 18 2020
Time 10:00 - 14:00
Place Leeds Print
Workshop
Location 130 Vicar
Lane,
LS2 7NL

Join us at our first ever Merchadise Making Meet! This event is being held with the intention of
Salvage members being able to print the Salvage logo onto their own garments and products. Bring
along pre-existing garments and accessories that you would like to revive by printing our logo onto!
To cover the cost of the printing facilities and ink there will be a small entry fee to this event - for
every person an entry fee of £3! If you have any questions or want further information on this
event, feel free to contact us via our messaging service or via our social media. As this is a printing
workshop, the event will be held at Leeds Print Workshop, where customers will have access to heat
press, screen, and stamp printing. All printing will be overseen by a team familiar with the process - so
you are in safe hands! We can’t wait to see what products we can revive and renew with this event!
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